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All of the Jobs Lost in December Were
Women's Jobs

BY CLAIRE EWING-NELSON

The most recent Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) monthly jobs report shows that the economy lost 140,000 net jobs in
December, marking the first month of job loss since the economy started adding back jobs in May 2020." All of the jobs
lost were women's jobs, with women losing 156,000 jobs and men gaining 16,000.2 With December’s losses, more than 2
in 5 (44.4%) of the over 22.1 million jobs lost in March and April due to the COVID-19 crisis have not returned.® In December,
27,000 women entered the labor force after 863,000 exited in September.* However, 154,000 Black women left the labor
force last month, marking the largest one-month drop in their labor force size since March and April 2020.% There were
nearly 2.1 million fewer women in the labor force in December than there were in February, before the pandemic started.®

About 1in 16 women ages 20 and over (6.3%) were unemployed in December, up from 6.2% in November.” The
unemployment rate for women in this age group is over twice as high as it was in February (3.1%).® Adult men ages 20 and
over had an unemployment rate of 6.4% in December, down from 6.6% in November.® Even after December’s gains, Black
women and Latinas continue to be hit hard by the economic crisis: More than 1in 12 Black women ages 20 and over (8.4%)"°
and about 1in 11 Latinas (9.1%) remained unemployed." December’s jobs data also indicates that many unemployed people
have been out of work for most of the COVID-19 crisis. Among adult women ages 20 and over who were unemployed last
month, about 2 in 5 (39.9%) had been out of work for 6 months or longer. For Asian women ages 16 and over, the share of
unemployed workers who had been out of work for 6 months or longer was a startling 44.0%. For Black women and Latinas
ages 16 and over, the corresponding rates of long-term unemployment were 40.8%% and 38.3%, respectively.”?

More than 2in 5 of the 12.1 million women'’s jobs lost between February and April
have not yet returned.

« Women have suffered the majority of pandemic-related job losses: since February 2020, women have lost over 5.4 million
net jobs, and account for 55.0% of overall net job loss since the start of the crisis.”

« The leisure and hospitality sector lost 498,000 jobs in December. Women accounted for 56.6% of these job losses, while
making up 53.1% of the leisure and hospitality workforce."

« The government sector lost 45,000 jobs last month, with women accounting for 91.1% of those losses. Women make up
57.5% of the government workforce.®

« The retail trade sector gained 120,500 jobs in December. Women accounted for only 44.2% of those gains, while making
up 48.5% of the retail trade workforce.’®
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Due to a misclassification error in the household survey component of every BLS Employment Situation
Summary since March, the reported unemployment rate for December slightly underestimates the share of
the labor force that was unemployed. BLS estimates that the actual unemployment rate for December was 0.6

percentage points higher than reported. The actual unemployment rates for demographic subgroups are also
likely higher than reported.

The overall unemployment rate masks even higher rates for Black women, Latinas,
and other demographic groups.

« More than 1in 12 Black women ages 20 and over (8.4%) were unemployed in December.”” Black women’s unemployment
rate was down from 9.0% in November, but was still more than 1.7 times higher than their pre-pandemic unemployment
rate (4.9% in February).'®

« More than 1in 11 Latinas ages 20 and over (9.1%) were unemployed in December, up nearly a full percentage point from
November’s rate (8.2%).” This is more than 1.7 times their pre-pandemic unemployment rate (4.9% in February).?°

« By comparison, the unemployment rate for white men ages 20 and over was 5.8% in December.?

« More than 1in 9 (11.4%) women with disabilities were unemployed in December?? - an increase of 4 percentage points
from February’s rate (7.4%).2

« Pandemic-related job losses continue to hit younger women particularly hard, with over 1in 11 (9.3%) women between the
ages of 20 and 24 unemployed in December. The rate for young Black women between the ages of 20 and 24 was even
higher, at 10.8%.?* For young Latinas between the ages of 20 and 24, the unemployment rate was 10.1% in December.?®

Women's Unemployment Rates (December 2020)
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Source: BLS, December 2020 Employment Situation Summary Tables A-1, A-2, A-3, A-6, and A-13. Unemployment rates for
white men, women overall, Latinas, and Black women are seasonally adjusted and are for people ages 20 years and over. The
unemployment rate for women ages 20-24 is not seasonally adjusted. The unemployment rate for women with disabilities is not
seasonally adjusted and is for women ages 16-64.
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Many unemployed women have been out of work for 6 months or longer, and many
of those who are working are not getting the hours they want or need.

< In December, about 2 in 5 unemployed women ages 20 and over (39.9%) had been out of work for 6 months or longer.
Among unemployed women ages 16 and over, 38.6% had been out of work for 6 months or longer, including 40.8% of
Black women, 38.3% of Latinas, and 44.0% of Asian women.?®

« Nearly 1in 6 women ages 16 and over (15.8%) working part-time in December were doing so involuntarily, meaning they
wanted full-time work. These rates were even higher for Asian women (18.3%), Latinas (24.4%), and Black women (21.1%).7

Many December marked the end of a catastrophic year for working women

« Between January and December 2020, nearly 2.1 million women left the labor force,?® including 564,000 Black women?
and 317,000 Latinas.®°

« Women lost more than half (55.0%) of the 9.6 million net jobs lost in 2020.%'
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